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Holme Sermonizing on

“Starting Afresh” in the Journey of
Life—The Btokes-Fisk Tragedy.

LELIGIOUS

RETROSPECTS.

ther Bermons on the Old Year and the New—

The Teachings of Time—The Death Roll of

the Past—Criticisms of Great Men

Dead—The Increase of Crime,

slebration of the Pestival of the Epiphany

in the Catholie Churehes.

—_—e

'HE CHARACTER OF CHRIST.

li_{cmns of Beecher and Or-

mjston

Owing to the storim.f sleet and raln, and the loe
id mnow and mud ihder foot, mome of the
iurehes of the city had yesterdsy o very large at-
doors

ndance. People

in Brooklyn,

preferred to Yepglir

Aher than risk the dangers of the silppery

ashy streets. But, mevertheless, the metbers of |
e metropolitan ministry were—almost all of

jem—at their posts, and preacbed with, no doubt,

;‘rnt. eflect as ever they did, althongh perhaps
't B0 impressively as when they looked upon

ore crowded congregatlons and galned inspira-
oo therefrom. The following budget of sketches
the most forcible and eloquent of thelr dis-

urses yesterday wi

BT. PAUL'S

il be found mteresuu._g.

EPISCOPAL CHUROH.

What the Years Teach"=Sermon by
the Rev. W. R. Carroll.
8t. Paul's Episcopal church, of Yorkville, a pretty

tle structure on Eighty-fiith street, between

yxington and Third avenues, had a fair congre-

tlon yesterday morning, considering the storm
at broke upon the city wbout the hour Its wor-
Ippors are wont to come together. The Christ-
is decorations about the gallery, columns and
ills added much to the cheerful interior appear-
ce, the whole belng- so arranged as to im-
ot & very pleasing effect. The Rev. W.
groll, the rector, was announced to make the
bject of his text, “What the Years Teach,”
theme peculiarly fitting at
@ one deserving of careful
rnest consideration.

this season,

arvellous are the clrcamstances In which ke |8

sced!

Consider his uction and bLeing, his brain

heart and all else, and is he not wonderful

Eluer his tntell
emory things of

ectual capabilities,
the pust

THE FEELING OF ASTONISHMENT

comes doubly great. Life, its memory of good

d evil, and the character of hope which per-

des all 'beings, le

rtant and solemn uvuestion, “To what destiny
The opening of another year
grested the thoughts as given, and such & pric-
il theme a8 “What the years teach.”
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ttin,
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of the discourse, Mr. Carroll

the congregution to tollow him in looking |
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If ana to look forwand, In doing su he requested

3 hearers to read
xt 18 found, and

tue entire chapter in which the
ponuder upon Moses' song, In
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10 of Nebo, nud, t

ling of Moab unto the moun-
lierejore, the earnestness of hils
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old; consider the years of many generations.”
tne Jews this remiuded them of the marvellous

isons they had re

celved fn the past and
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" In continuation of a serles of sermons on the
20k of Proverbs, the Rev, Dr. Holme, of the Triu- | Lght that Goy
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thought and
After the preliminary
orning exerciscs, which were of an interesting
iture, Mr. Carroll selccted as the foundation of
3 discourse, Deuteronomy xxxil., 7—*"Hememoer
e days of old, consider the years o/ many gener-
lons; ask thy father and he will show thee; thy

lers, and they will tell thee.
1l complex creature, he began, is man, and how

What & wonderful
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en reflect how lie can experience pain and pleas-
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reater acts of benedg-
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old; oonsider the years of many gencratious,"

THE TRINITY BAPTIST OBURCH

FNew Year=Starting AfreihetThe
Paths"=The Stokes=Flsk Tragedy—

which take mp the life of man; the pursalt ot
wealth, station and other things. He intraduoced
practical Hlostrations to show the Imevitable re-
kulte loliowing wpon a life ol good and ev.], refer-
ring among other thinga to \he
FIER-STOKRES TRAGEDY,

%0 8ad in itself and of auch influence npo
munity, lie then exhorted his liearers regardin
the proper life in the future, We live in deeds. no

{e&ru. Hee to It that you prefit by the mistakea of
he pi In the new
year strive to walk on a ligher piane and with

urer aspirations, and In the discharge of nobler
uties, Don’t be too sollcitous about the tssnes of
the coming year. Only be solicitens that so far as
ﬂll{dfn concerned you commit your way unto the

a:llliml take heed for the future.

SEVENTH AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN COHURCH

Discourse by Rev. 8. H. Graham=Sabe
Ject, “The Outlook of the New Year'=
Contrasting the Good with the
Wicked=The Memories of the Past;
What Are They?

The Rev. 8, H. Graham, pastor of the Beventh
avenue United Presbyterian church, preached a
very impreesive discourse to his congregation yes-
terday afternoon, at hall-past three o'clock. The
subject selected was the “Ontlook of the New
Year,” and the text chosen by the reverend gen-
tleman was from Eccleslastes vill., 12, 14:—
“Though a sioner do evil & hundred times and hia
days be prolonged, yet surely I koow that 1t ghali
be well with them that fear God, which fear before
Him; that it shall not be well with the wicked,
nelther shall he prolorg Lis duys, which are as n
shadow, because he feareth not God."

The reverend preacher, aftér rFévicwlig and iu-
teffireting the meaning of the text, eald that the
past year was one

PRAUGHT WITH EVENTS
a8 marvellous as any there present conld 2es
ber, dnd yél o confessed it brought ma

m;r which he exprémsed lis thanks

eyl

8 great ex , mixed op with those of the
The year that was gone taught to all a 1
many impdrtant truths worlhy of study and

membrance. *There have beeén wicked men,'” in
the words of the text, ‘‘to whom it happenetn nc-
cording to the work o I.Ilm righteons,” and “there
to whom 1t ha

have been just men eneth accord-
ing to the work of the wicked."” «Many have gone
;ﬁn ‘ﬂu: bourn whence neo traveller ret "

CROWN OF IMPERISHABLE GLORY
upon thelr brows, who ieft a namne and a fame be-
hind them which shall be as immortal as our
memories themsclves, and who now inherit the
huppiness for which they formed all their actions
and all their llyes, Others have passed away who
I;uulered to the sigkly pride and pleasures and
reauty of the world, but who leit no lLpress on
their umes—no name in the annals of their
country.
LOOKING CVER THE FADED PAST
and judging from the aspect of its history and rec-
ords, tnere 18 o great degal to be done in the future.
1t would seem as If the spirit of Christianity were
annihilated, its vigor sune. ila beauty lgnored, Ita
missionaries left unajded and
A REIGN OF SELFISHNESS AND INDIFFERENCE
ana negicct coming upon us. Urime has been on
| the mcrease, and God has aMicted many by the
awful calnmity of fire. There i a lurking desire
for all that I8 worldly and & streng temptation to
oppose the Church of God and its ministers, If a
theatre be burned dewn it can be bullt upin a
day; If a wandering Livingstone s to be found
men are despatched and money expended; but if
the Church I8 10 be supperted or missionaries so-
licited there is the greatest dificulty i securing
anything toward the true develepment of Qhris-
tian virtue and morality. Yes, there seems to be
and there 18 a continual fight or struggle between
TIE WOHLD AND TUE CHURCH,

The werla says, ‘“Relax your principles even
A little and you wlll be successful;” but the
Church of tGod Is irm and canwot be intimidated,
1t seeks not the Puu‘unuge or slekly smlile of fash.
ton; netther will 1t submit to the appeals or {nno-
vations of the wicked, but will ge on moving in
that direct path on which it has moved for thouns-
anis of years without yielding to the greatest king
no more than to the lowliest peasant,

The reverend preacher then pointed out the
great evil of the times to which all crimes must be
attributed, namely, o lack of falith and morality
based on the true principles of Christian doctrine,
without which religion Is only a myth, and

MOMALITY AN IMAGINARY THING.

Ie then named some of tne distingulsked person-
ages who died during the past year who exercised
a potable and worthy intiuence upon the country
at large in social, lterary, journallstic and political
Iife, They had met that fate bravely which was Lhe
common lot of all. He then exhorted his congre-
| gation to torm resolutions for the better, obey the
commandments of God and cling in true £pirit not
to the wisdom of the world, but to the fear of the
Lord, which is the beginning of wisdom.

8T, STEPHEN'S CHUROH

Sermon by the Rev. Dr. MceGlynn=The
Menning of the Epiphany=Sunday
School Festlval,

The rain and siush were responsible yesterday
morning for a .great falllng off ia attendance at
| ¢hureh. The prospect of a broken bone or a hack-
| ing cough I8 not much of a provocative to religions
worship, and abscntees might reasonably excuse
themselven for staying at home by pleading the
unpropitious state of the weather., Even St
Stephen's ehurch, usually o cheerful and bright,
bhad o sombre, dull alr yesterday, and the gloom of
i the weather seemed to settle upon even the sanc-
| tuary itself, with all its gorgeous surroundings,
| The music of the mass was Haydn's in ©, In the
absence of Misa Howson Miss Sullivan took the
part of the soprano. Mercadante's vespers were
sung in the afternocon, Mrs. Mott being the
BOPrano,

TIE HIGH MASS
was celebrated by the Hev. Father Lynch. After
the first gospel the Rev. Dr. McGlynn preached
from the goapel of the Feast of the Epiphany.

The epiphany means the apparition or manifesta-
tlon of our Lord, He being first made known to the
wise men of the Eagt by a atar, To-mortow will,

n, bé jhe day of eur first being called to the
tk‘l‘leuwlcdg‘e Boa sith of Christ. The coming g
Chirlst was made KhOW™ to g5 pnd Gentlle—to th
former by an angel sent to the sheplerds, to the

tter by a star, which guided the wise men to

ethlehem. The wise men, when they saw the
star in  the ‘Theavens, Immedinlely set
out to seek Jesus in Judes, whither, ac.
cording to tire jfupuecy v poea is e
been belleved the star would lead them.
they fArst sought Him in Jeruealem, the capital -]
Judea, n.lklnf where tuey conld fdnd “the Tine of
the Jews.' It was from the wisq ™%, (hat King
Herod first heard of the birth % y. ue and he was
paturally auxions und tre~ o iahout 'It, a8 were
all Jerusalem. By ‘.:18 prophecy gald that the
Saviour would b, ,ry) gt Pethletiem ; and, follow-
ing the guif~, . “or the star, the wise men fonnd
ilm th, “And, having found Him, they foll down
&7 worshipped Him. They then made Him the
offerings tuey had brougnt with them—gold, a8 a
tribute due to Him us their Kiug; trnnlmcmuh:n_

to the milhons to come and worship their God,
| But, just as in. the Mast. all the natlons siw the
gtar and but few availed themselves of its gutd-
auce to the Saviour, so the light which God to-ddl.y
{ves to attract men to pdere and gerve Himis de-

iged or unlieded by too many. We may well be
104t in admiration of the great falth of the wise
wet nn they approached their God at Bethlehem.

THEY ABKED FOR THE KING OF THE JEWS,
and foynd Him in an bumble home, surrounded by
wone of ghe pomps and vanities of t.hg world, for
““His Kmﬁ!‘?m wns not of this world.”” Bul they
t

T

opened thelr eyes to the heavenly truth and shut
"Il'"“ to theworld's vanities, and belleved 1n the

: | This signal, per
ty; but the works of the rightadus ' ol e

w'h‘n.I'ur;ﬁ? T

the Festival of the Epiphany=The Hx-
ample of Faith Presented by the Three
Whie Men=The Duties of the New Year,

The services at St. Patrick's Oathedral yesterday
were attended by a small congregation compared
with those that usuaily flock to its Bacred and
memorable precincts, The mads was, however,
not less impressive and grand nor the musie less
excellent and edifying. The very Rev. Vicar Gen-
eral Starrs preached the sermon, and the Rev.
Father McNamee acted as celebrant., The Very
Reverend Archblshop was also present in his Pon-
tifical robes, After ascending the pulplt Dr, Starrs
read the Gospel of

THE FEAST OF THE EPITHANY,
which {8 kept to-day, commenciig with the begin-
ning of the second chapter of 8t. Matthew and end-
ing at the twellth verse. He took his text from the
pecond verse—‘‘Where is He that 18 born King of
the Jews * for we have seen Hia star in the east
and are come to worship Him,"

He then pald:—Of all the benefita conferred on
us by our Creator the highest in importance is the
manifestatien of Iis Divinity—of the knowledge of
Himself. Creatlon itsell cannot be compared with
it. For what Lenefit would It have been to have
enjoyed existence and net the means of preparing

onr gouls for heaven? Until the timo of the incar-
ngtloa of our_Lord and Saviour this gift was im-
parted onlyt6 one hatlon—the Jews, All othérs
were ummf in darkness and in the shadow of
death. At length the time of mercy came—ih
Tbon A1 the naCiGns OFI0e oat . CUerre
1 na L : 5,

'rh PRINCE OF PRACE ‘o
desired of all nations came down frém heave
and was born in Bethlehem of Judah. A brigh
lurniuar{ a.bpetred in heaven, announcing the

1aa tidings to the roplu In the East of the com-

na of o Baviour nnd te Invite them to bring the
first (rolts of the (lentiles to

THE CRIB OF BETH g @

haps not understood by the multl-

hﬁm three who were called wise

earch of

n
t

1 tude, and only

men set out in he mew Kmﬂi It was
uring the festival of the Ephlg:ny al they
‘journeyed te Bethlehem to pay homage and to

make otferings to the Messiah,

The Church, then, wiways anxfous that her chil-
drep should express gratitude te God for all bless-
ing# sgoh as this, feoms to go in & epirit with the
wise men to the crib of Bethiehem to pay homage
and make offerings. This feast of the Epiphauny 18
& second Christmas; it 1, properly speaking,

THE CHRISTMAS DAY OF THE GENTILES.
The Clurch llwniu n;elebntal it with eq'ml.t. solem-
n! 1 one of the principal holidays
of the year, W renaetllonn on the mature of
this fdstival and on th€ example of the
wise mien would afford iustruction at
this season. On that Christmas night, when the
wise shepherds were watching their foc¢ks on the
plains, the light appcared sbining afar off to
t.m:l ngmih&:' ‘:r“ "met rron"l.utheu; rlfl}“
and crowded the streeta saying: ow an
it 18! what is ite meaning 'll"hst wise men were
inhabitants of & country east of Indis, prebahly of
Arabia. They were men of Intelligence and secl-
ence, and scemed to have learned from the tradl-
tions of thelr forefathers that
A KING WAS TO BE BORN,
and his birth made known to the Gentiles by the
appearance of an extraordinary star. Accordingly
they set out wishing to know the truth in obedience
te the voloe of (lod. They were obedient tothe
first call, and even in the cold winter season under-
took a leng journey. Their vbedience was perfect,
and thelr courage and perseverance extraordinary.
At length they arrived at Jerusalem, and the star
disappeared. Theg then went to Herod the King
to inguire where the Saviour was to be born, and
HE CALLED THE HIGH PRIESTS

and they sald that he was to be born in Bethiehem,
of Judah, They resumed thelr Lonrney and soon
l&prunched Bethlehem, led by the shining of the
star, and it stood still {n the Skles over the place
where the Saviour was, ‘Theylosked at the honse—
a humble dwelllnz—and looked at each other. Was
it possible that this was the birth place of the great
King? They looked then at the sfar, and saw that
it remalned motionless. They 1-meli|nt.ely entered
mru the child was, and adored him, and offered

GIFTS OF QOLD, FRANKINCENSE AND MYRRH.
It Is nstonishing with what devotlon they adored
the Saviour, although before this time they had no
knowiledge of the true God. Perhaps tiey had
herctetore only adored the sun, moon and stars or
some Inferior creatures, Their faith was perfect,
Hy their ghits of gold s denoted charity and love
for (iodd mand our neighber ; by myrrh the spirit of
mortification: by frankincenss prayer. Such were
the things they offercd; and it was the duty of
every Chrlstinn at this seasom to make to the di-
vine Saviour the saume offerings. You should ex-
amine yourselves and see If you have followed
THE EXAMILE OF OUR BAVIOUR
auring the past year apd during the one that s
%peniug you continue ovedient and devoted to Him,
Now He I8 & God of mercy. After atime He may be
a God of jostice, anid thoze two alternatives are
clearly displayed in the lllstorl_\' of the Epiphany—
mercy and Justice—mercy Lo the Gentlles and jus-
tice to the Jews,
ON THE WAY TO ANOTHER PLACE.

We are all on the way to another place—all in
search of Jesns, and may our Bethlehem be neaven
and our guide the Cataolie Church, We have had
trials. We may have more. Let us be faithiul to
the teachings of onr guide. Clng to her, and to
ghow our love for God let us be faithral to her In
every respect, nnid then we will have the happiness
of secing another Bethlehem abeve and will find
the Cnilit with Mery His mother,

THE TWENTY-FIFTH STREET PRESBYTERIAN
UHUROH,

Sermon by the Rev, J. 8. Stewart on the
Old Yenr and the Mew,

Yesterday morring, notwithstanding the
wretoled state of the weather and the slippery
sidewalks, tiiere was o large congregation prescnt
in the Twenty-flith street Unitea Preshytlerlan
church. The Rev. J, & Stewart chese for hus text

chapter of the Gospel of Bt. Luke, which reads,
“We have seen strange things to-day.” The young
preacher commenced by saying, ‘it was a sirange
age that prodaced Jesus Christ, l‘_lltll His power to
heal the sick, to raise the dead and to forgive oor
sins, There was something fascinating about l?
power of .

TIHE GOOD MAN,
and when Peter by the power of Jesua Christ was
enabled to draw iu o wultitade of fshes, and when
by & Word man was bealed, id 1t p wonder that
man ¢can say, “We have scen strange things to.
day "' Who can Iogkg_-glm_ unan }Iu_- wonders of

the oid year at Ta# gone out aud notsay, ‘We
N8V, eonBlinnge things to-day ¥ We live in &
wohideriul age, tie most wonderful of the world.

Thero are roakors who are always deerying the

present and wisting for times long ago. There
are
ANACHRONICAL FOSSILS
wh* are ever cryiag /or the good old dags that are
gtlae, when thére was love and veneration and
time for contemp'ation, which we have alinost lost
in the burrying and grasping of the Erenrnt. and
yet tbis 18 evenm the brigatest aud the best stage of
the world, Ibeleve in
ok 78 the aRY When the know)

ood time coming, in the day I\ .
lell‘I;e‘oI the Lol "%hnl cover the earth as the
waters cover the sea.” If | believed as some theo-
loglans, that the world Was 1o get wWorse and woise
wntil Christ comes, then | would stop preaching
the Gospel, bocanse the sooner it wonld get at its
worst the sooner Christ would come, But the eoid
Beltef seams tu be the best belief after all, and that
{8 that there |s 1o be a fwd time for the world, cail
it & millenninm orcali it what you wiil. The world,
with uil it4 badness, 18 movlli
to higher ground, aud the day sha
the lving rave shall sit upon the

a taik with God,

of truth and talk with ‘

Mr, Stewart then showed that althongh every-
thing of to-ay Was not better than everything of
times gone by, that on tue whole God's truth 18

revailing and the world {8 progressing, and sabl

f the glamor of much of the old erthodox of the

ast was penetrated we would find that in all their
lﬂ1|':'nl:l!l|| there was much obstinacy and bigotry,
in all their consclen

1 yet come when

thelr religion

~bad given w guide them. Lerod

\

t'ousness there was somcething
of & spirit of persecution sod jo al

the last clause of the twenty-sixth verse of the fifth |

radually upward |

men kave a right to live for self alone. Are the
not bound to for God and humanity? Althoug
EDWIN FORREST #

left a fortune to bulld a home for destitute actora
when he dled, it Is a question, alter all, whether men
on thelr death beds, finding 'the,r cannot take
money with them, leave it where it will
8 greal name for charity, True humani
teach ua to seatter a few sunbeams along the path-
way of our llves and not have the only fragrance
come from our graves.,

Mr, Stewart then made some kind remarks about
Horace Greeley and D'Aubigné, the histerian of the
Relgrmatlon, and concluded by calllng upon those
who had made Ynod resolutions for the present year
to seek the assistance of Chrisl rather tham trust
alone to thelr ewn strength of mind,

UHUBCE OF THE DIBOIPLES.

New Btock of Religion for the New
Year=Aim of Life=Crowing Over Their
New Departure and Its Ends=Sermon
by Rev, George H, Hepworth.
Notwithstanding the unusoally {inclement

weather there was & very large attendance at the

services yesterday morning at Steinway Hall, This
was prebably owing to the fact that it was the first

Babbath of the new year and the expectation that

Mr. Hepworth would signalize the cvemt by a

gpecially brilliant sermon adapted to the occasion.

In this respect the congregaiion was not disap-

polnted. He preacned

A NEW YEAR'S GERMON.

His text was Paalms, lxxxix., 47—“Remember
how short my time {s.” ‘The old Druids of Britain
observed at this sesson of the year & custom which
'was pecnliarly significant. The head ot the familly
extingulshed thelr ire and repaired to the central
altars, and from thence toek & brand to lght a
new fire for a new year. The spirit of ihat custem

lives still with ne. There is a degree of pathosand
hope mingled with this beginning of another year.
Weé comé together in the house of God, ha Cast
salde all worldliness and care, and get our brand
$0 light our netw fire for the new year. Another year
bas just gone. It ia beyond our grasp. No power
of ours can recall 1t. It record is closed as a
buslness man seals his ledger, which is filled up,
and laye it by for future nse, ?ea be, to prove
his solvency, so the angels of immortallty will
some time take our book from its place and read
our tanuEhh, our words and actions. It is not for
me to ask how your record stands, The answer
can only be given by your own hearts. How mar-
vellena 13 the passage of time! To-day we are beys;
to-morrow we are in middle life. 1t seems buta
fittul dream. It has lost its marvellous roseate
tint. It 18 sober gray; it is a severe fact. Whaen
the thonﬁm that you are - in middle lifs comes to
you for the first time 1t comes ke a clond between
you and the sun. It cools your enth
Y[ AM GROWING OLD,"
Iam sinking in the west, At any moment unfor-
seen digaster or accident may comne, and with
essened powers of resistance I may be swept
Away, Those thoughts work with a mysterious
wer, 'Time will iy. You have not power to stay
t. Be you scornful or Ernarml your watch ticks
on, and with each tick your Mfe ebbs awny. And
#0 we are always marcilag—whether up or down
depends on as, Though life 18 short eternity is
long. We have a beginning, but no end, We begin
ut the cradle, and with eac {ear we add a ring to
our growth, 88 do the trees of the forest. And each
ring carnes us mearer to God. No,
TIME I8 KOTHING,
It telis on our bodies, not on our souls. You
must measure it by experience.
The time that bears no fruit deserves no name ;
In hoary youth Methuselahs may die,
Oh! how misduted on thelr dat'ring tombs.
Life ia but n mesns to an end, that end ap-
proaching nearer to God. ‘This year Is
PECULIARLY BIGNIFICANT
tousns a religions soclety. Twelve months ago
we started en & new life. Your friendship bore me
up. We left our old household in the name of
(:Emt.. our walchword Christ, our weapen the
¢ross, our alm to save the seuls of men. We were
g0 giad that truth had dawned upon our souls. We
went into the community to lay the corner stone of
OUR NEW CHURUH,
and that church i for rich and poor. We care
nothing tor riches and jewels. Men are men; God
is our father, and we are the servants of Jesus
Uhrigt. This ia our foundation. There are those
in this ¢lty who can ‘be raised by your efforts, and
who, if we neglect them, shall be responsible for
thelr loat souls? At the throne of God there will be
B0 many witnesses against you, This Is a responsl-
bility that cannot shaken eoff. There are
oung men and young women who are now taking
he first downward step. Life {8 so lascinating
that, like the serpent, It charms its prem shall we
leave them alone ¥ Sure of heaven, shall we sit,
like Pharisees, In our owa righteonsneas? No
min i8 sure of heaven who 1s simply Inusl\rely
pure. He must save others. He must go forth into
the world,
LIFTING THE DOWN-TRODDEN,
Aud there are others half-way down the hill, and
others nearly at the bottom. Shall we see them
float down the current and only shudder as they
go over the cataract ¥ And we can speak to them
with the suthority of God. If you embrace that
cross there will come to you in years & peace that
ges all understanding, but if yon refuse to cm-
gi.':ce that cross all your 1tfe will De bound *in shal-
lows and ln miseries." Blot out the sun and what
1 is ltie? No grass for sSpring, no fruits for
utumn. Were Christ blotted out of your life your
life would be & Sahara without an oasis—sand
sand, sand, Well, we are standing on the threshotd
ol another year. We cannot ted what a day may

bring rerth.

FRIEND3 AND FORTUNE
arc unstable, but it 18 In the power of each of you
to make & character a8 stable as eternity itsell.
Though we cannot control our bodies we can con-
tre: our souls, and let us do it in an improved tash-
It 18 & marvellous thing that men fall to do
We bulld our little boats, weigh anchor
atart out on the Ubroad ocean. The
| shore of our childhood 18 soon out of
| sight, and with masts sprung and our sails

tattered we are lelt to face the ocean before um,
| 18 .here no salvation ¥ Yes. There comes a noble
| erail. She is headed for us, On her masthead Is
the red cross of Calvary; her name Christ the He-
desmer. A rope |8 thrown us and we are drawna
on board, saved, saved from exposure and daunger,
death and hell
After the close of the sermon the whole congre-
tion united in repeating aloud toe Lord’s Prayer,
ﬂ-lr voloes, rising low and strong and thea dilﬂt
away, resembled the deep roar of the breakers
dashing on the shore, ‘The names of eighteen per-
who intended jo!nmphthe church were reml
STE Which was ~.ctig by the congregation and
the closing benedictions == s vay -

BROOKLYN CHUROHES.

: i
e PLYMOUTH CEURCH,

(I.lrga Accesslon of Members to the
Church=¥Nermon on the Knowledge of
God=A Dog-Pit Proprietor and Mr.
DBergh=What Worms HKnow About the
Tem Commandments=An Illustration
from Profeisor Tyndall-The Present
Age an Age Drifting Towards Athelsm,
The morning service at Plymouth church yester-

llay was rendered memorable by the sdmissien of
a large number of new members. A long list of
names was read; sixteen were admitted on the
profession of faith and the remainder by lettors of
disinissal from other churches, The number has
pnot been exceeded sinee the May gathering, a
month that has for several yeara been a favorite sea-
son ‘or candidates for membership. Mr, Beecher an-
nounced after the reading the annual letting of the
| pews on Tuesday evenlng next. The sermon was
on the knowledge of God and the text Was
selected from the third chapter of the Epistie to the

Lphiesians, sixteenth to nineteenth verse—''That

He would grant you, according to the riches of His

jory, 1o be strengthensd with ml!hl by His Bpirit

n the inner man; that Christ may dwell in

your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted lng

grounded in love, may be able to com rehend wit!
all snints what 18 tne breadth and length and
depth and helght; and to know the jove of (:llu'i.lt;I
w:lt'c:h Er{:‘u;hltuom'em. that ye might be fille
with all the fulnesa of God.’

In un elaborate nni lengthy introduction Mr.

Beechier endeavored to show the dificulty of

humanity to find out Ged: how this dificulty bad

| and

» I‘
1 $op il B

Xina of facult red—a faculty, too, that
was and obeyed the
that arithmetic 3 unnnﬁlnto
the queation of taste the same law Was Bry-
able. There was a_certaln intoltion—not & very
definite naming ef the faculty, but one which men
had united In naming, that was an .E te of
the faculties within ns—and that was best known
A8 & moral sense that enabled us to judge of cer-
taln qualities for ourselves, Thus we &t length
reach our text, ‘‘to know the love of Ohrist, which §
Emetn knowledge—that is, passeth the lower
nowledge. We come to a knowledge of Christ by
relating ourselves to Mis nature; we come to &
knowledge of Christ by a personal expression of
these qualities, and the ower of which
is founded on great eensiblliity. Just as much
i 18 God-like in us responds to that which is God-
llke, 80 that we becomnie as senslble of the presence
of God a8 the barsmeter issensible of the pres-
sure of the atmospnere, bears witness in us,
not mere than we bear witmess of the
God, Bo that by looking at eurselves In the light
of these truths we come Lo see hew 1t 8 that
WE ENOW 80 LITTLE OF GOD,
“Thou thought that I was such a one as thon
art'’ was the interpolation en one eccasion, There
Was probably such a thenght aa this by the worms.
Suppose he (Mr. Beechier) weve ‘to recite the Ten
Commandments to a worm could (t understand itf
What wsort ef a time would he have |Ir
before him were werms and he was
reaching to them ! But flve him (Mr. Beeche
human heart, and let its strings be revealed,
and how he could glnx upon It! Leave him nothing
but a brain, and he could put his hand on the rea-
son, and that was all, Then, loek at man at his
fiest. How little he was'! Heroism, how little
itis! Our best momemts, how insignificant! Our
noblest endeavors, how small when we compare
them with the God-like, even s we know lt! We
are constralned to admit that these sre but parts of
His ways. A boy, who has just learned to read and
who plumes himself on it, what dees he know of
divergal lteratnra ¥ When we attempt to prove
th&!l{lﬁm of God on i scientific bu& we reach
bu nv;r{ small way up. We cannot prove that
which Heb beyend matter by matter. We go sound-
ing thr all the universe, and we can get no
slgn, no hint of God. These difficulties are not
lessened if we turn in other directions. Inthis age
there was an unmistakable
DRIFTING TOWARDS ATHEISM.
But there was no relief to the human mind in that
direction. We say that matter is gternal; but we
don't stop thought by & word. It was more dim-
cult of conceptien than the idea of & personsal God.
There was no rest, either, in panthelsm. We know
when we are in the presence ol & greal nature;
we know it though it speak not. We come toknow
that there is a glerious centre of life and warmth
for our moral nature. The Christian knows this,
snd although this |s not an argument it is an ar-
gument that Is absolute and i a wise one, It 18 &
sensibility that has relation to a Belog that im-
R_relses itsell with its own quallties. Now, 1f the
ew Teatament were looked over It wonld be seen
that It appeals throughout to this style of evidenge.
When Christ was onearth and in His replies to the
Inquiries of the wise men of the time He answered
in  that direction. “‘Yeu now not Me,
because you have not that within you by which
you can know Me,” was Lhe substance of his reply.
That was the standard frlnetp!a that men were
loek to for the subjective condition. So that It
came to this, that men to grow in Christ and in the
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ must comply
with the laws and conditions that growth in that
knowle: required,

A short practical applicatien ¢losed the dis-
course, after which the ordinance of the Loru’s
Bupper was administered te & congregation that
entirely filled the foor.

BEDFORD AVENUE REFORMED OHUROCH.
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| tainin

8. Oakley Vanderpoel, M. D,, Health OMcer of the'
Port of New York, has submitied his first snnual’
report to the Commissioners of Quarantine. He re-,
views In an exhaustive manner the workings of the
important department for the year just closed, and
presents for the consideration of the Commission-
ers many points that will not enly greatly lnterestt
them a8 & body, but the public generally. Itis

worthy of earnest perusal, and is as follows:—

In compllance with the requirements of statute
position of Health Officer fo this port %
mﬁ:&'ﬁo‘ﬂ: \tlgﬁm at that time governed the o i
1aws 0! en ectious ASES 1 us should also be taken
it should, on other, restrict as little a3 possible
that the nmie of Health Officer was, in spllzl'“ ol

that the dividing line between nn].ury’

Mr., Ricoigp Scupiy, Chalrman of the Commissioners of
1R—
I present herewlth my annual report,
]lnt m'i.ﬁ il the
confronted with new duties and responsibilities,
A~
tions of rantine, it seemed none i edden f
anih
in consideration, In order that while the fullest
onerations of commerce,
tion led was
a
ter, purely tary and medical, andthat s enfore

uaranting -—
nlled upon unexpectedly in March
H it
ortance of becoming fumiliar

tha

the priﬂql‘ﬁel which axperjence and careful study of the

protec-

tion ht be glven to the communlty on the one
The conclusiona to which such invest

charsc.

men lim: strictly to a fulflilment of these
ons, and

pro

and commerglal relations must be distinet and res

able. glor&r as the commercinl uladom“nu‘cnu’::

cerned the duty of the Health Officer, wi main-

a direct sanitary control, should beto allow the’

fullest bo‘{tr uumglﬂb ¢ with public safety.
Duril @ past Summer I have acted upon the prac-

tical application of the ubove prlnenilu. and though n&

the o neemoent o season I was often greete

w}r.hl.lls cy that such a courseé mnust nbsolutely

protoct the'

protect the

i tge ractical workings and the inability to
ol ?hmdl-use n.ul‘.am happy to L ]
result has bec mrtulll’acfory. From the commercial
community there bas not been the slightest disposition
{0 encroach upon epﬂv‘llese. nnd not A single case of
nlec disease has entere

e subsequent

the ity from Quarantine,
though, as will be seen In T tbla Pt
Eorl. more than the average has been ul
y’ riment.

er observation
the depa

perhaps, to eay that the course alluded
to wronght an entire_ and absolute change in Llaw?rb
ings of quarantine. Re ounlzl;{:‘f practica -jhg esting~
?n?':linu ean the ullhi ?'y n commzrl:: nutlrlona.
8 on of passengers ana baggage, trans-
portalion of Haila and samples. fightering, Stevedoring,
connemls. warchousing, all of which had for many
yoars been controlled by the Health Ufficer, were thrown
open to compotition, under approprinte regulations, to

ANy peérson ralenl.l.'ns the request from the majord
conslgnees o an%ann executiog & satistactory '

to fuifill required stipulations.

other radical changes were carried out. B
llg of the Mayors ol New Yor
and Brooklyn, the Quarantine Com oners and Heaith
OlMecer, are to meet onco & year and establish the rates of
quaranting to i Ihllghle stevodoring, moperhg.

de
t is necdless,

TAZE.
warchousiog, eretofore the rutes have boen m
fixed at 100 per cent above ordinary harbor rates, creal
ing thus & most onerous and oppressive tax upon com-
merce, Atthe meeting of the Buard this year the a
were reduced to ordinary harbor rates, thus pormitting
the merchant and employe to fix the special charges in
each individual case. Betore the close of the season th
happy results of these changes were noticeable in th
increased commerce from tropical ports. Instead of ves-
gels being chartered to Hampton Eoads to wwalt orders'
they came direet to this port to discharge.

Carried out in the above spirit quarantine regulations,
so farfrom beigg oppressive either in increasing the
cost or retarding the chnise of the cargo, has been, in’
some cases, the reverse. have been assured by the
masters of vessels that the balance shect was in tavor of
the quarantine ﬂlhchnr“pe. when the speedy clearance,
the nece dock and harbor charges sud the discl
¢ en were considered,

w the experimont has proven a success, it is my
intention to rufmt.u the urmnurn a dra't of s law
based upon &n ‘oreguing princi in the hope that,,

Jes
with its passage, the question which has for severnl years
upon the come-:

vexed the community and borne heat i
mercial relations ol"gu.: port may be ll‘:i‘l'.ni:eiy settled.
During the past fifteen years sanitnry science and the
large introduction of steam into ocean nuvi{aﬁun have
wrought am entire change in the srlm:lr!un hat govern
the praci worki of quarantime. Until of late ves-

The Character and the Cor of
Jesus Christ=Sermom by the Rev. Dr.
Ormiston. e
The Bedford avenue Reformed church (Rev. Dr.

Porter's) was well filled yesterday morning, de-

gplite the severe storm that raged, the announce-

ment having been made that the Rev. Dr. Ormis-
ton, of the Fifth avenue Collegiate church, New

York, would oceupy the pulpit. The congregation

were well compensated for braving the eloments,

for the distingulshed dlvine preached a sermon
which was characterized by the quaint originality,
pathos and spiritusl unction that mark his pulpit
efforts and has rendered hils fame universsl ng an
orator. After lengthy but interesting Introductory
services Dr. Ormiston proceeded to discourse
upon the fore part of the FPsalm cx.—"The Lord
sald unto |ri,y Lord, sit Thou at my right hand, um-
til 1 make Thine enemies Thy fvetstool. 'Lhe ‘Lord
shall pend the rod of Thy strength out of Ziom:
rule Thou in the mudst’ of Thine enemies. Thy
fw?l“ shall be willing in the day of Thy power, in
he beauties of holluess (rom the womb of the
morolng: Thou hast the dew of Thy youth.” The
preacher went on to say that this noble psalm was

written by the poet King of lsrael more than a

thousand years befora the Babe of Bethlehem was

born, and yet It was clearly and authoritatively

Messianic. Itisone of the grandest in the old

psaltery, and it has ever been pecullurly dear to

the chiidren of God. It is a glowing
PREDICTION OF THE DIVINITY,

the priesthood, the victorioms trinmph, the relgm

and the righteousmess of our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ, It is & 5059&! Iyrie, an evangelical

creed and a cryatalized system of sound divinity.

It was also werlhy ol nete that It had becn more

frequently quoted in the New Testament than any

other psalm ln the book, This psalm, written by

David under divine lnsH:rsuon culceruinﬂ the

Lord Jesus Christ, beautifnlly and graphleal ,rde-

lineated s oftice of prophet, priest and king of His
ople, and also spoke of his original glory, deep
umiliation, terrible cenmlict, glor.ous conquests,

algh exaltation and eternal reign. He was highly
cxalted at the nght mand of God, the place of
dignity, honor and |mfuence supreme, The
sceptre In His hand |s allke far reachimg,
bemeflcent, majestic and mild; the sabjects over
whom He rales are numereus, prosperous, loving
and devoted; the victories which He wins are

at, complete and flual a8 well as famous, and
ne triumphes recorded are magnificant, rqlmll
righteous and renowned. Dr, Ormiston sald tha
he would comsider two points—the character and
coronation of our glorious Redeemer, and the
gracious government and righteous re of onr
enthroned Mediator. In elaborating the fArst pelnt
the preacher showed the human and the divine
nature of Christ by a group of besutiful werd

Ictures descriptive of the birth, baptism and
rumsfguratien of Christ and the miracie of ralsing
Lazarus from the dead, In which natural and simple
events were Intimately laked with wenderful
manifestatiens of divine power,

The day of Christ's wenkness had passed and
the day of His power dawned; the cross waas fol-
lowed by she | ﬁm the ediot had been issued,
11, Thou,” pud He sits to-day

AT THE RiGHT HAND OF GOD,

Where 1s He ¥ Have we lost Him? Nobody took

Him away. He went away, and He told us whither

He went, It required only a leving heart to brush

awny the tears jrom the eye of faith to see the

samo Jesus At the Father's ht hand, still as
leving, tender, faithral and true, but wielding the

sceptre of the umiverse in tWe behalf of His ran.
h her shew tant the
somed peo Pe he preac . :g. e of

D teuus of His ¢ xaitation a8 prophet. pr
he fitness of His exalta
king. The returning, trium h‘u l:ltnquafror 1r|l.l
admitted and enthromed amid the ucclaim of ange
and He there sat Kln’.. Read oV
sake, whieh is the Church, an
r:“ heln:‘mn.nlllnt“
stron,
glurylfugu thas He sita thers, m B
runner and Redeemer of His e. The preacher
then proceeded to elucidate second part of !;l!
theme, and sald that to be & tec of Carist was the
most {rrationsl, monstreusly wicked, basely un-

ratefal, hell-deserving and iniquitous act of which

umanily was capable, He who loved Dot the
Lerd Jesus Curist was eppesed to Him,

NEUTRALITY WAS ABOMINABLE

at with Christ wtterly linpossible, He
dp, ‘'He that 18 not for Me ia nst

parase, ‘The weord of His truth,)’ was |
meant 1 of Hin ce, it being the power
of Ged unto salvation, not unto destruction. Jesus
reigns to subdie eur enimity, overcome our oppo-
sitiom, and out of the débris of our crashed eox-
{stence to_reconstrnct and redeem it by Mis own
spirit. “'The day ok His power' meant the gospel
dfw:nnllon. which In¢iuded the ldea of pente-

| baptisms upon the Charch and individoal

visitations of the divine spirit, Christ helng exalted
to give repentance and remizsion of sins and the
;11{‘ of the Holy Ghost. The above sketoh gives but
an imperfect conception of an effective sermon,
which was perrnuw:lnﬂth what religionlats term

& "heavenly unction.

sels coming from infected ports or having an ln
diseasn al.l'bonm were l.ll.'r".h.lned a specified nu ﬁ
days and then allowed . While the operations
ol wern carricd on mostly in sailing vessels
such detention, though annoying, Jdud not involve ro
ous pecuniary interests. But with the introduction l‘.
steam time entered into the problem as a Mmetor whic
eould not be disregarded. The success ol the stesm en-
terprise depends upon the regularity of the passages and
the departure from port on & specified day. The enor-
THOUA &X) fture arising from prolonged detention
would ruin the commmerce even ol a great port ke New
York. Happily sanitary sclence could meet the require-
ments of commerce. Indecd, in this respect, commerce
owes a debt o scitnee which has not been recognized.
The laws which govern the incubation and spread of In-
fectious dissascs have boen so far studicd that sanitar:
regulations and commercial intercsts may work in al-
most entire harmony. We now know positively that in
n suspected vessel or cargo the longer her hatches
kept closed and the fomites of disease are allowed to ;‘
minate the more to be dreaded Is the danger of infee
Instend of detainlng s vessel to ride oul a speci
quarantine we rather dischurge the carge in the short
possible time, In order that the vessel may be thoroughly
cleansed and diginfected and thie cargo exposed to the
free action of the atmosphore.

But, while there are general prineiples which mnsg
govern the operations of quarantine everywhere, still
every port must be stadied from 1ts own standpoint as
regards climate, commercial ndvantages and proximity
to countries from which infectlous discases are mostly
brought From the earliest times the efort to mako

uarantine uniform for all places has attracted the ats
Il‘:ntl-m of many whose knowledge of the subject was not
obtained bg oxperience with guarantine work. All thas
was valuable in the sysiem has beea added point by
puint, ns was found necessary at varivus thoes. All the
erude finpositl and oppression, which has made the
very name a dread to commeorce, have descended from
arnntine of this port should
of others: and these have

was  found in  practice

of this  loeallt, and

did  not  require
rermit them. How unwise to argue that the same regu-
ations which may govern New Urleans on the one hand
and Portiand on the other should be applied to New
York | On the ono hand yellow tever s an almost annual
vishant, while fn Portlamd, with its different wmﬂnr-
nture, It would be almost harinlegs, The rlsk from ship-
rmn, where the arrivals are sometimes more ina day
Dhan there are in other Inrge ports in & month, would be an
entirely different question to decide In ench pluce. New
York occupies a peculinr and slznificant position in refer-
ence to the conditions of elimate, commercial advantages
and proximity to tropical countries. Located in the wost
favored rm of the temperite zone, {18 harbor is nlways
accessible and healthy, unimpeded by fce on the on
nand and malaria on the other, while its vast and
extended front invites the shipping of the globe. In
o medical sense it I8 #0 situated that sipee
employment of steam it 18 within the ineubation of small-
l;o: and cholera from European ?nrm und of yellow
ever from the Houth and West Indles,
ber of emigrants landed introduces another element
pecnllar to New York. Thero Is no other port with 1
wants as regards quarantine, just the same ns osc
other port has its own conditions that differ from all the
rest

grilzing this laws relating to quarantine were, In
mation of this government, reserved for local con-
All efforts to change this, whethier made under

be uniform with

been  removed, as it
that the pecullarities

its  eommercial interests

those who thought the qu
L llu::t

Teeog
the fort
trol. A
pretext of law or involved in the combination of medi-
cal conventions, are efforta to add a iheuretl-eallnuol}
to that which has grown out of *hn hard experjence
netual trial, Much effoets, could they succeed, would
ni:t.ln my jodgment, improve the system, but result in

ster,

he quarantine n{:fm of this port, #o far Mrom bel
re anlqud detrimen i nnmudnfuy vorse s lnreu:!
with contagious disease as u_haven of shelter. Within
about & year casca as follows have -mmd :—A Liver-

ol sedmer w‘§ ork was fined tor putting into
Fsll(n with s case of lipox ; apother steamer with
smnllpox put into Halifax with a broken 'r"""'-i"n the
upu.fn was not allowed to leave the deck of his p to
soperintend rep thin the pust month n vessel
with pestilence on boa , from Boston to Philadelphia,
putin to New London, was al once ordered off, and,

oming to this port, was cared for,

Munificent, however, as are the provisions of the
tor protection against infection and the earo of sick from’
mclu disease, thera 18 also a negative advantage in the

rantine lshment highly favorable to the vast

of emigrants sceking our sliores, No longer s it a
mn(‘;ur of e to care for the sanitary condition
o many hu pon a single vessol, bt from the
@ port of de; lmro 18 ledt it Is the study of the oM-
alntam eleanliness and ventilation o1 the
il L they may successfully undu?o

n to which they are subjocted—

against the intro-,

=
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protecting not on o communit
ru:tlon of pestilence, but enforcing the comfort and well
being of the sea-tossed emigran k
Wﬁh these general considerntions apon the administra-
tion of Quaransine, let me take up some of the particulag
features of the department.
he wr past hins been one of extraordinary risk of dis-
ase. o opidemie of smalipox whish previtdied m 1871
ag comtinued unth reports from every ".Ell“ af l{:
Rlobe gave proof of its alarming spread. To thia may
added the epldemic character of the yellow fever In
Bouth American and West Indian poris, with the unssua
tropical temperature ol our own summer, which Insted
sl gaarialing mescs ses pas, S bl impoee
serions respons upon the .
mhnrr:pmnent 1::11 upﬂ-rlnuccd from the u{;m-
liability of bills of health emum:|n= frem Awemtu g ofe
suls, It has frequently oecurred during the rum-
mer that vessels have vod with cases of yellow fever
on boapd, or having hind them during the rw\m when
the bill of health was clean. 1%, too, when we nad the
assuranes of the capisin that the presenso of the epi-
demie was notorioas at the F“"' of dyparture. It is
proper to sy the attention of the State De-
partment at Wae wan called to this irregularivy,
Prompl mennures wore taken for (s remedy.
l]mrer the law thege are lont digeases named against
which quarantime shall apply ; these are yellow fever,
smallpox, eholers and typhus or ship fever,
BN

ALLPOX.
he wear 118 vessels arriving horo have had
m'a’.“:ﬂ,l','. .En bu{;-.l. Most of these hrought large num-
pers of emigrants, and in them there wera exposed, in a
groater or less degrec, TAMG persons, either a8 passen-
6rs OF CTeWw, ere were in all 85 eases of smallpox,
of which were fatal.  The law of 1855 makes 4 dlsting-
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